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THE CENTURY MAGAZINE.

level, their opponents vvork only spasmodically, usually
a few weeks before election, and during the remainder
of the year dismiss the subject from their minds.
It requires great fervor of patriotism to carry on
this work, but he must be a very poor American who is
willing to admit that there is not enough of saving grace
in our people to produce a sufficient body of men to accomplish it. The kind of patriotism required is of the
highest order. It must be willing to give time and labor
and money, to sacrifice the best that a man has on the
altar of his country. It is undoubtedly more prosaic than
dying for one's country on the field of battle, but the
man who devotes his life to preserving the honor of his
country and perpetuating free government is as much
a hero as the one who falls upon the field of battle.
Happily there is no demand for him to prove his patriotism in war, while there is a great and pressing demand
for him to prove it in the peaceful duties of citizenship.
He is not the truest or most useful patriot who boasts
of his willingness to fight for his country in a war which
may never come or ought never to come, but he who
gives her his service in a struggle that is already in
progress. What our country is in need of to-day is an
army of patriots who will enlist for the extermination of
an army of political pirates and freebooters who are
·slowly but surely filching from us all 11 that made it the
best to live in and the easiest to die for.n We need
recruits in every town and village and great city, men
who will not give up the fight till the victory is won.
This is a patriotism which tries men's souls, for it calls
for quiet, self-sacrificing, unremitting labor; but it is the
only patriotism which will save American institutions
from destruction, and make the American name, as the
symbol of human progress, honored throughout the world.
Plain Words to Californians .

IT is announced that during the month of May of the
present year there will be held in the city of .New York
a unique and significant exposition consisting entirely
of the products of the State of California. But for the
short-sighted and unpatriotic policy which has controlled its railway system, California would to-day be
as well known in New York as any State of the middle
West; and it is in keeping with the commercial enterprise of its people that in spite of such discouragements
they boldly undertake to send across a· continent a
comprehensive exhibit of its imperial resources. It is
a scheme in which Americans may well take pride, and
to which they will wish the widest publicity and the
highest success. From the days ·of the gold-hunters an
air of romance and adventure has been associated with
this region as with no other part of the country; and
those especially who have visited this wonderful and
beautiful State, and whose imagination has been touched
by its possibilities of good to the race, can never divest
themselves of a personal interest in anything that
touches its honor or its prosperity.
Among the exhibits a prominent place will doubtless be
given to photographs of the unrivaled scenery of theY osemite Valley and its environs, as well as of the scarcely
less wonderful canons of the lower Sierra. But it is certain that one of the exhibits will not be a comparative
series of views of the floor of the valley, showing it as
it was, and in its various stages of deterioration through

the disastrous course of 11 improve 'nts >> which have
impaired its former beauty-a state of ffairs which· has
come about in part innocently through a ·~ck of knowledge of the proper method of _procedure, nd in part
through a strongly intrenched system of tyr ·nny and
greed known as the 11 Yosemite Ring.n
No traveler will consider this a matter of mere! · local
interest. Mr. John Muir, the Alaska and Sierra exp t'er,
has well called the great gorge 11 the World's Yosem1te
Valley,n and its degradation in any respect is as much a
matter of general concern as would be the defacement of
the Pyramids. In J anuary, 1890, THE CENTURY called general attention to the destructive tendencies at work-a
cond ition of affairs long notorious in the State. At intervals since we have noted the continuance of the amateur
system of management. That the wide-spread criticisms
in and out of the State have had no deterrent effect is evident from the observations made by Mr. Muir during last
summer. In reading his remarks which follow, it must be
remembered that the valley itself, which t echnically is
held by California in trust 11 for public use,, resort, and
recreation inalienable for all time,» has since 1890 been
surrounded by a national park thirty-five tim es as large,
which has been under military control; and that adjoining this park on the south, extending along the range,
lies the Sierra Forest Reserve of over four million acres,
which, f or lack of similar supervision, is being desolated
by sheep, by fire, and by the ·ax, as were the environs
of the Yosemite before the establishment of the National
Park. Mr. Muir says: ·
The care of the national reservation by the military
has been a complete success. I was delighted to find
that since the cavalry have successfully kept out the
sheep and prevented destructive fires, t he forests are
taking on their old beauty and grandeur. Before the
cavalry gave pr otection the floor of the forest was as
naked as a corral and utterly desolate.. ..
On the contrary, the forest reservations are still being overrun with sheep, and a.re as dusty, bare, and
desolate a.s ever they were, notwithstanding t he Government notices posted along the trails forbiddin
. g the
pasturing of sheep, cattle, etc., nnder severe penalties,
simply because there is no one on the ground to enforce th e rules. One soldier armed with a gun and the
authority of the Government is more effective than
any number of paper warnings.
The only downtrodden, clusty. frowsy-looking part of
the Sierra within the boundaries of the National Park,
with the exception of a few cattle-ranches, is the Yosemite, which ought to be the gem of the whole, the
garden of all the gardens of the park. When I fi1·st S>lW
t he valley its whole floor, seven miles long by about
a half to three quarte1·s of a mile wide, was one charming park, delicately beautiful, divided into groves,
meadows, and flow er-gardens. The vegetation was exceedingly luxuriant, and had a charmingly delicate
quality of bloom that was contrasted with the gra.ndeur
of the granite walls.
This beauty, so easily injm·ed, h as in great part
vanished through lack of appreciative care, through
making the finest meadows into bay-fields, and giving
u p all the r est of the floor of the valley to pastures for
the saddle-animals kept for the use of tourists, and
also for the animals belonging to campe1·s .. . .
The solution of the whole question, it seems to me,
is to re-cede the valley to the Federal Government, and
let it form a. part of the Yosemite National Park, which
naturally it is. It is the h eart and gem of it, and should
at least receive as much care and protection as the
park surrounding. If the valley were returned to the
control of the United States Government, it would be .
under the care of the military department, which would
rigidly carry out all rules and regulations, r egarclless of
ever-shifting politics and the small plan s of interested
parties for pnyate gain. One management is enough,
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and management on the Government basis ,would be
better than one ever .fluctuating with the political
pulse. If that were done, the State would not be
called upon for a dollar. Nearly all the members.of the
Sierra Club with whom I have talked favor putting an
end to this political m~nagement. Onl:r those people
pecunial'ily interested 111 roads, franchises, and other
little jobs a1·e opposed to it, as far as I have fonnd out,
though even those would be benefited by the change
through increase of travel.
. '
Mr. Muir's suggestion of recession is one that should
enlist the support of every public-spirited Californian.
It is idle to waste time in considering the causes of
the valley's deterioration. The scandal of the present
situation is well known. The State accepted the trust
from the nation in 1864, but its servants have not observed the fundamental condition of the cession. If the
suggestion of recession is thought humiliating, it is not
half so humiliating as the continuation of the scandal.
And why should the suggestion be humiliating? Continually in every State systems of administration which
do not work well are being changed. The •commission
· system has not worked well : whereas, side by side, the
system of national control has redeemed the National
Park-the very sources of the Yosemite waterfalls. Why
should not this treasure of nature have the same admirable protection ?
One word in conclusion: if recession is to be accomplished at the next meeting of the California legislature,
its advocates must organize and bestir themselves now.
If Mr. Muir is not cordially supported in this effort to
redeem the valley and remove a blot upon the State, let
not Californians any longer boast of public spirit or resent the charge of absorption in material progress.
The New Olympic Games.

IT is not alone in the United States that a reaction
has set in against the excesses of athletics. Other
countries recognize that the enthusiasm has gone too
far, that too much energy bas been thrown into play,
that brutality has been fostered, and that honor has
often been put at a discount in the worship of mere
success. Realizing the true value of sport in its widest
extension, and hoping to develop and strengthen an international sentiment in support of fairness and moderation, a number of prominent men of various nationalities
have set on ·foot a series of standard and periodic cont ests to which all the world may contribute. These have
already received the name of the New Olympic Games.
The first of the series is to be held at Athens during the
Greek Eastertide, from the fifth to the fifteenth of
April; and if it shall awaken sufficient interest, others
will be held at intervals of four years in Paris, London,
and New York successively.
The movement began in France, and was largely due
to the initiative of Baron Pierre de Coubertin, general
secretary of the French Athletic Union. By his exin·"
tions a congress of delegates from the leading nationalities, most of them r epresenting amateur associations of importance, met in the Sorbonne during May,
1894. Germany alone of the great peoples sent no representative, but that was due, we believe, to accident
and not to intention. The meeting was held under the
presidency of Baron 'de Com·cel, now French ambassador
in London, and was approved by men famous in public
life from all countries, including Germany. The result
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of its proceedings was in brief the enactment of stringent regulations for the conduct of those who claim to
be amateurs, and the appointment of a committee to inaugurate a series of international contests for such persons· in all sports. President Cleveland has expressed
his interest by accepting the honorary chairmanship of
the American committee.
The leaders of this movement have done well to adopt
the name Olympic Games. When Western civilization was
confined to Greece the participating nationalities were
Greek, but the event was international and made for
international harmony; the name is invaluable by its reminiscences, and the great territorial expanse of Western
civilization pays a just tribute to the international and
democratic sport of ancient times .in adopting its nomenclature for the modern counterpart. Here, indeed, lies
the real importance of the enterprise. It has been generally r emarked that the drift of our democratic age is
either international or anti-national. _ The frequent int ernational contests in sport reflect and typify the tendency. Those who believe that the nation, next to the
church and the family, is th e most beneficent of social
organisms must struggle to substitute international f or
anti-national in tl;e democratic feeling of our time; and
any enterprise, however tentative, which looks in that
direction deserves sympathy and support. The members
of the international committee are not ashamed to be
idealists; and they hope, as M. de Coubertin has said,
that a well-regulated, honorable athleticism will be a
factor not only in a wholesome muscular development
of humanity, but in cultivating the finer sentiments of
universal brotherhood and social peace. Ignorance is the
mother of suspicion and hate; the better our acquaint ance the larger our forbearance.
It is to be regretted that there is no prospect of participation in the coming sports by large numbers of
Americans. This is due to the distance, the unwonted
season, and our consequent inability to send our best
athletes. We are informed, however, that the United
States will have a f ew worthy representatives. Apparently our amateurs have not realized just what t hey
owe to their country, and some have not yet learned
that dishonor lies not in being beaten, but in refusing to
struggle. The prospects are that there will be a considerable concourse of American spectators. It will
awaken strange and important sensations in citizens
of almost the newest Western nation to sit where the
ancient Athenians sat. The contests in horsemanship
will take place in the cavalry school, those in targetshooting at the government range, those in fencing and
wrestling in the fin e rotunda of the Zappeion, those of
a nautical character on the Bay of Phalerum; but the
most important, the historical representatives of the
old Olympic sports, t hose which we designate as gymnastic and athletic, will take place in the stadium,
hoary with age, and suggestive of all that has been-most
enduring along jJle whole central course of secular human history.
The readers of THE CENTURY will be interested to learn
that these contests will be the subj ect of a paper in this
magazine by M. de Coubertin, with drawings by Mr. Castaigne, which will derive additional attractiveness by
comparison with the scenes graphically reconstructed
by his pencil in the present number. ·

